The condition is said to be the same as Stringhalt in horses. The development of the symptoms is, as I have already said, believed to be due to defective blood-supply to the affected parts.
In most cases of intermittent claudication, no pulsation can be felt in the pedal arteries. This is an important diagnostic point ; in all cases, in which a patient complains of intermittent limping (weakness, pain, stiffness, cramp, numbness, etc., in the leg) after exertion, the condition of the arterial circulation should be carefully examined.
The absence of pulsation in the pedal arteries may be due to anything which obstructs the vascular channel. In most cases, the obstruction is due to obliterative arteritis or angiosclerosis, which usually affects the small vessels and is, then, often symmetrical; in some cases, the larger vessels are affected. In some cases, the nerves are involved from affection of the vasa nervorum ; the clinical picture in cases of this kind may be that of peripheral neuritis.
In most cases of intermittent claudication three factors seem to take part in the production of the ischemia which is the fundamental cause of the condition, viz., (i) vascular obstruction, (2) vasomotor spasm, and (3) the increased demand upon the part which muscular activity entails. But in some cases, the first factor (arterial obstruction) is, as I have said, wanting.
Arrested arterial circulation through the main arteries of a limb does not necessarily produce intermittent claudication. I In the section reproduced in Fig. 3 , a well-marked atheromatous patch is present, outside the inner elastic lamina, which separates the inner and middle coats. This atheromatous patch is of importance, I think, for it seems to add confirmation to the view that the arterial disease is not syphilitic.
In some of the smaller vessels (see Fig. 4 The letter a is placed just outside the calcareous patch described in the te.xt. The letter a is placed on the outer, b on the middle, and c on the inner coat.
Plate XVI.?To Illustrate Dr Byrom Bramwell's Article. 
